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David P. Simonson, Acting Assistant
Manager for Environmental Management
Department of Energy :
Rocky Flats Ofiice- ARAEZ25359

©.0. Box 928
Golcden, Colorado 80402-0928

Re: NPDES Permit C0O-0001333
US DOE Rocky Flats Plant

| Dear Mr. Simonson:

This 1s in responsa to veour August 20, 1990 letter
transmitting B0Dg and C300g cata for the sewage trsatment plant
(Building 995) ané Pond 3-3 and a2 preposed plan for recycling
water frem Pond C-2. OQur comments on theose items ars given
below.
i Comments on BQDg/CZ50Dg Data:
1. The C30Dg data for the sewage treatment plant, il

aczurate, indicate that a consistent high level of
treatment is being provided. 1In a telephone
conversation with Bryan Janonis of RBD Inc., he :
indicated that the sewage trsatment plzant is czpable of
previding that high level of tresatment.

2. The high percentzage of the C30Dg values less than 2.5
mg/T tands to raise the cuesticn about the accuracy of
the walues. If not alreacdy being done, pericdic checks
should be made using standardized samoles at low
concentration ranges. It also would be & good idea to
cccasionally split samples with another labkoratory as
another check.

3. In drafting the renewal permit, we plan to replace BODg
limitations with limitations on C20Dg, with the
limitations effective at the point of discharge frzom
the sewage treatment plant.

Comments on Proposed Recycle cf Water Trom Pond C-2:

1. If water is to be recycled fzom Pond C-2 as proposad,
it will be necessary to amend the NPDES germit - : -
applicaticn accordingly. This can te done in a lettar. ,X//
\
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2. The proposad recvcling of water £:
will not result in any additional OES monitoring
raguirsments.

3. In the discussion of the proposed racvcling, it was

mentionec that the pumping would be stocped when the .
contents of the pondé was raduced tan percent (10%) of
capacity. The statsd purposa was to avoid pumping of
sediments from the bottom of the pend. However, it
seems that if water is left in the pond, thers is a
pctential for significant growths of algae. Will this
present & problem in using the watsr in the ccoling
tecwer svstam?

4. The water balances shown in Charts 1 and 2 indicate
thers could be severzl months per vear whers the pond
is more than half full. Eow will the proposed
recycling project afiect the use of the pond fcr
emergency spill ccntainment? This issue needs to be
censicered.

5. The czlumn labeled Colorzcdo ZFrimary Drinking Water
FReculations in Tabis 1, Ccmparative Watar Quality Datz,

" appears to have several errcrs. Qf the parametars

listed in Taple 1, we only found gross alpha, gross

beta; nitrate, VOC's and turbidity list=d in the ,
Colorzdo Primary Drinking Wataxr Regulations adopted
December 21, 1988. 1In the State's regulations, the
gross betaz lln’:atlon is 4 mrem/yeazr. 2 cgrcss beta
value of less than S0 pCi/L is usad as a criterion for
not having to cdo additional monitoring. EZA has

proposed an MCL of 3 ug/L for atrazzine which should be
promulgatad socn. EZPA has seccndéary drinking water
standards (40 CZR 143) of S00 mg/L for TDS and 6.3-8.5

foer pE. To our knowledge TSS, TOC, and =ODS ars not
coverzd uncder either Colorado's or EPA's drinking wats
regulzaticns.

6. The cost figures of 1.5 and $§2.5 million seems
- excessive for what appears to be a rather simple
engineering/construction project.
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ST IE you have any cuestlons about the above, olease cuntac*":“ Ty
Bob Shankland at 293-1597 or Mike Reed at 293-1628.

At /S/\AAM\

U _ q .

‘ T Steve A. Burkett, P.E., Chief
Compliance Branch

Water Management Division
cc: ‘Jeb Love, CDE

Pat Nelson, CDE
Martin Eestmazrk, (8BEWM-FF)




